
 
Vega Trumpets – Boston – 1917 to 1966 

 The Vega Company purchased the Standard Band Instrument Company in 1909, and at first continued to make their high-
quality cornets. With the move to 155 Columbus Ave in Boston in 1917, Vega switched to almost all trumpet production. 

155 Columbus Ave Factory 

 



The Charles E. George Model 

 
 Years made: 1917-1924 

 Serial # range: 6000 to 8000 then 20000 to 24500 

 Example Above: #20267 c.1920, model SB4 [author’s photo] 

 Details: Bore size “SB” is for small bore = 0.435”; Bell = 4.75”; Length = 19.25” 

   Bell is the #4, which gave this the darkest tone of the three bells available in small bore (1,3,&4). 

   Hidden Bb/A quick change tuning slide, with the inner section being stopped by the two nuts. 

   Adjustable third valve slide for quick tuning adjustments. 

   Included Charles E. George model 2 mouthpiece shown here. 

   The bell was advertised to be made from one piece in French brass. 

   July 1910 patent on the valves would indicate manufacture by Blessing in Elkhart. 

 

 This is named after Charles E. George (1871-1954), an orchestra musician and trumpet teacher in Boston who was 
 involved in the creation and testing of this model. He also had the Georgian model shown below. 

 



The Georgian Model 

 
 Years made: c.1920 

 Serial # range: 14633 to 14675 

 Example above with unknown serial number [auction photo]. 

 Details: Marked “The Georgian / Made by / Charles E. George / Boston” 

   Same 1910 patent mark and bell engraving style as the Vega trumpets. 

   The serial numbers fall into Vega’s missing range of 8000 to 20000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Standard Model 

 
 Years made: 1919 to c.1966 

 Serial # range: 7700 to 86000 

 Example above: #21448 c.1921 [auction photo] 

 Details: These have the same specifications as the George model and most early examples have both the 

   Standard and George names on them. After 1924, the George name gets dropped. 

   Bore and Bell combinations are SB1, SB3, SB4, and LB5. The LB5 was the large bore symphony 

   model with the #5 bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Standard Model (late) 

 

 Example above: #86317 c.1960s 

 Details: This appears to be an imported stencil, possibly from Germany [auction photo]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1919 

 



1925 

 



The Super-Tone Model 

 
 Years made: 1921 

 Serial # range: 21146 to 21160 

 Example above: #21146 c.1921; highly engraved and gold-plated [auction photo] 

 Details: There are only a few known examples from 1921. 

   Specifications not known. 

   This appears to be a compact Bb trumpet design with a secondary slide for A. 

   Patent 1910 Blessing valves. 

 

 

 

 



The Artistone Model 

 

 Years made: 1925 to 1929 

 Serial # range found: 25500 to 26500 

 Example above: #25570 c.1925; Patent 1910 Blessing valves; Patent 1915; “Semper Facile Princeps” on bell [auction photo] 

 Details: First slide saddle. 

   Tuning slide adjusting rod. 

   Bb/A rotary valve was optional. 

   Advertised as a new model in December 1925. 

   Specifications not known. 

 

 

 

 

 



December 1925 

 



February 1926 – five trumpet models offered including the four Standard bore/bell options 

 



The Medium Bore Model 

 

 Years made: 1928 

 Serial # range: 28117 is the only example found so far 

 Example above:  #28117 c.1928 [auction photo] 

 Details: Same design as the Standard model but with a medium bore. 

   1910 and 1915 patent marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



The Triumphal Model 

 

 Years made: 1929 to 1932 

 Serial # range: 29000 to 31000 

 Example above: #29100 c.1929 

 Details: Medium bore 

   Bottom spring valves 

   Optional third slide finger ring. 

   Made in the popular narrow profile that many makers were experimenting with. 

   The rarity of examples compared to the Advanced Triumphal would imply that this was not a great seller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Late 1928 

 



The Advanced Triumphal Model 

 
 Years made: 1932 to 1936 

 Serial # range: 33000 to 36000 

 Example above: #33014 c.1933 [author’s photo] 

 Details: 19.5” long; 4.75” bell; medium bore 

   “Pat. Apl’d For” on middle valve casing [I have not found a matching patent.] 

   Octagon valve caps and buttons. 

   The third slide ring has been moved to the top. 

   Bottom spring valves. 

 

 

 

 

 



1932 

 



The Power Model (1st Version) 

 
 Years made: 1936 to c.1952 

 Serial # range: 36000 to 41500 

 Example above: #40037 c.1950; original Vega D1 mouthpiece [author’s photo] 

 Details: 19.5” long; 4.75” bell; 0.458” bore 

   Hidden Bb/A quick change in the two-section tuning slide. 

   This was a very popular model that helped Vega survive for a few more years. 

   Were these valves made by King? They have the same lead pipe braces. 

 

 

 

 

 



October 1936 

 



The Power Model (2nd Version) 

 

 Years made: 1947 to 1954 

 Serial # range: 38500 to 42500 

 Example above: #38509 c.1947 [auction photo] 

 Details: This model has quite a few changes from the earlier one, which suggests a different source as the maker. 

   These sometimes carry the “Fred Berman” name; a well-known trumpet teacher and radio staff performer 

   in the Boston area. He was born in New Jersey in 1902 and died in Boston in 1954. 

 



1947 Power Model 

 

1949 Power Model 

 



The High Voice Model 

 

 Years made: 1950 

 Serial # range: 40000 

 Example above: #40143 c.1950; the only know example found so far 

 Details: This appears to be a first-generation Power model with a ten-sided bell crease. 

 



The Power Special Model 

 

 Years made: c.1954 to 1960s 

 Serial # range: 46000 to 97500 

 Example above: #97525 c.1960s [auction photo] 

 Details: This appears to be the same design and maker as the earlier Power model. 

   After serial number 55000, there are large gaps in the numbers and few examples found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Commander Model 

 

 Years made: unknown 

 Serial # range: #8316, shown above, is the only know example [Horn-u-copia.net] 

 Details: This appears to have the same valves as the Power Special but the photo is too small to be certain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Odell Model 

 

 Years made: unknown; probably the 1950s 

 Serial # range: 52000 to 103000 

 Example above: #52186 c.1950; stencil of the American Triumph model made by Harry Pedler & Son in Elkhart. 

 Details: #103284 has the same design; 4.625” bell; 0.445” bore; if a Pedler serial number then c.1958 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Triumphal Model (2nd version) 

 
 Years made: unknown; probably the 1950s if the case is original 

 Serial # range: 144251 is the only example I have so far 

 Example above: #144251 

 Details: not sure of the source for this one; no country of origin marking 

 


